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possy— &, Print This Page — WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Black Widow pulsar, a fast-spinning
L cosmic predator, has a cocoon of high-energy particles around it,
POLITICS =] Email This Page scientists using the Chandra X-Ray Observatory reported on Thursday.
HEALTH BRER Seo Most Sant This is the first direct evidence that this cocoon exists around the pulsar,
TRAVEL the scientists said in a statement citing findings obtained with the Chandra
MIS[I ﬂH X-Ray Observatory, a spacecraft with an elliptical orbit around Earth. "
ich i ite | Register Now!
FEATURED SERVICES The pulsar, which is formally known as B1957+20, appears white in an E

image released by NASA, and its cocoon looks red.
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The steady push of the matter drawn into the pulsar keeps spinning it ever faster, much as pushing a merry-go-

VIDEO & AUDIO round makes it go more quickly. ® Pilots May Have Attempted to
BOARDS The Black Widow, which is probably about a billion years old, is some 5,000 light-years away from Earth. A light-  S2ve-Shuttle
CHAT year is about 6 trillion miles, the distance light travels in a year. ® Dairy Farmer Powers Area With
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An image of the Black Widow is available online at http://chandra.harvard.edu/photo/2003/b1957/index.html.
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